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Pillar I – Educator Excellence 
School Indicator:   

• Dallas SEL PD:  Mr. Mark Richert, SEL District Coordinator led a team of eight Taos educators to 
Dallas to observe SEL in action in Dallas schools April 24 - 26. They visited four schools, had a 
roundtable SEL conversation with Dallas principals, and met at their central office to review 
systems and procedures for SEL district wide. Teachers were very appreciative for the opportunity 
and came back with many ideas to share with their administrators and colleagues. District 
leadership Team will be meeting to establish a plan for SEL for the next school year. 
 

Pillar II – Student Achievement 
School Indicator:   

 

• AVID – We have an upcoming Regional AVID Site Visit with Heather Ahrenkial on May 18th. 
Review status on schoolwide implementation and focusing on the successes and challenges. 
Review status of time-sensitive items (certification, data, SI, etc.). Discuss training opportunities 
or needs. 
 

• AVID – I wanted to take this time to highlight the Enos Garcia Elementary AVID Program. As 
part of AVID Awareness Week, teachers participated in a door decorated contest to raise 
awareness for the AIVD program and how they prepare students for college. I had the honor of 
judging the door contest. They were judged on visual impact, craftmanship, completeness, 
creativity and originality. Staff and students worked really hard on this project. I wish I could 
give them all a first place. I would like to thank the teachers and students who participated in 
this year’s contest. Awesome job!!! 

•  

• 1st Place – Ms. Sonya Gonzales – 5th Grade 

• 2nd Place – Ms. Claudine Schilke – STEAM Class 

• 3rd Place – Ms. Joann Romero, Antonia Lujan – Tiwa Class 
 

• Gear Up - April 8, 2022, GEAR UP provided transportation for approximately 40 students to 
attend the UNM-Taos Spring Open House. Ms. Juliana Matz sponsored the group as they visited 
and participated in the campus tour. A great thank you to Ms. Matz for sponsoring this event. 
 

• GEAR UP New Mexico will be provided GU schools around the state professional development 
and campus tours April 18 through April 20, 2022. Taos Schools sent three counselors and/or 
deans as well as the TMS Program Coordinator (Robert Trujillo) and TMS Data Coordinator 
(John Hedden). Tour will allow for representatives to view and gain knowledge of campus life 
and college/university/Voc.Tech. programs, financial aid departments, etc. UPDATE: Monica 
Romero, Senior Counselor; Robert Trujillo, GEAR Program Coordinator; and John Hedden, Data 
Coordinator were able to visit New Mexico Tech in Socorro, Dona Ana Community College in Las 



Cruces, New Mexico State University in Las Cruces, Western New Mexico University in Portales, 
White Sands, and Cities of Rock. These venues will be similar to the summer trip offered by 
GEAR UP this year. TBA. 

 

• GEAR UP NM and Taos Schools will be sending a total of twelve, 7th and 8th grade female 
students to Albuquerque on May 5, 2022, and returning the evening of May 6, 2022. Students 
will be attending a STEM Conference sponsored by HED (Higher Education Department). 

• GEAR UP will be sending thirteen female students to Albuquerque May 5th and 6th for a State 
sponsored STEM conference. These students will attend sessions such as: Roller Coaster, 
Engineering, and Fun with Physics; Music, Noise, and Silence: the Science of Sound; The Secret 
Code of Computers and Robots; Algae: from Fuel to Fork; Be a Bug – Build and Test a Pollinator; 
Sticker Art with Logo Programming; Emission Spectra: Let’s Excite some Electrons!; and Who 
Killed the Aztecs? Ancient Pandemic Forensics. 

 

• Visiting Artists Program          – For the month of March: 
 

• The visiting artist program continues to have artists come into classrooms. This month Edna 
Sturtcman is teaching polymer clay, students from Enos Garcia Elementary and Arroyos del 
Norte Elementary are making windchimes and cactus sculptures.  

 

• Ramsay Scott is finishing her class at Ranchos Elementary. 5th grade students are creating large 
flower vases made of felting in an array of beautiful colors.  

 

• Catalina Rio Fernandez is teaching Flamenco with 1st and 2nd grade class at Arroyo’s del Norte. 
She is also teaching Flamenco with Ranchos elementary students for a final presentation at 
their end of school graduation.  

 

• Deb and Christopher Taylor are continuing to work on the beautiful mosaic mural at Enos 
Garcia's cafeteria. This mosaic mural is entitled "Flight of the Magpie ".  

 

• Richard Hawley continues teaching the art of Raku Pottery to kindergarten students at Enos 
Garcia and Ranchos elementary students. Their animal figures are glazed and oxidized to create 
beautiful colors in the clay.  

 

• Michael Vigil has been teaching collagraphs to 5th grade class at Enos Garcia. These prints are 
technical and whimsical.  

 

• The Elementary Arts Theater project entitled "La Tormenta de Taos is at their last 2 weeks of 
rehearsal.  Students from all three school sites 3 grades in particular have been acting, dancing, 
singing and preparing to showcase their theater and newly released bilingual book. This 
performance will be presented to the community on May 14, 2022, from 1 -4. 
 

• Philip Bareiss Gallery. We are delighted and grateful that the gallery is hosting the "Anything Is 
Possible " student art exhibition. Please come and support our students and see the amount of 
amazing talent in our community. 

 
 
 



Pillar III – Community Communications & Relations 
School Indicator:   

 

• Second Read Aloud Campaign Kickoff:  Friday, April 29, 2022, as we celebrate "Children/Book 
Day/ Día de los Niños y Día del Libro" on April 30, 2022.  

 

Pillar IV – Safety Wellness  
School Indicator:   

SEL  

• Mr. Mark Richert met with the SEL Team at Enos on Friday, April 22 to cover strategies to teach 
safe/unsafe and productive/unproduction classrooms as a lead into conversations about 
bullying 

• Mr. Richert’s EQ Class at Taos High School is finishing and constructing the wooden discs 
strands started by freshmen, seniors, and some teachers during the EQ Retreat 

• Mr. Richert did an SEL PD for Ranchos elementary teachers the afternoon of April 29. 

• Taos Middle School and Taos High School are participating in an Educator Well-being pilot year 
survey conducted by Yale University to assess how and where school systems can improve 
individual and collective educator well-being. Survey concludes May 6th and results will be 
available later this spring. 

 
Family Reunification Training: Taos Municipal Schools hosted the Poms & Associates the last two-
Family Reunification Trainings that Penasco organized. Taos Schools, Penasco Schools, Questa 
Schools and local charter schools were all in attendance. One critical aspect of emergency response 
is an accountable reunification of students with their parent/guardian in the event of a school crisis 
or emergency. The Standard Reunification Method provides school safety teams methods for 
planning, practicing and achieving successful reunification. Site-specific considerations will impact 
how these practices can be integrated into school safety plans. Successful planning and 
implementation will also demand partnerships with all responding agencies participating in an 
emergency response.  

 
Submitted by: Valerie Trujillo, Assistant Superintendent 


